Brachypodium glaucovirens is the correct name for B. firmifolium formerly regarded either as a Cyprus endemic or as a synonym of B. sylvaticum. The most important diagnostic features against B. sylvaticum are the erect racemes and finely prickled to shortly hairy longitudinal ribs on the adaxial leaf blade surface. Constancy of these characters was proven by cultivation in experimental plots (source plants from Cyprus and the S Aegean region). A key to the species and its relatives is provided. The names B. glaucovirens and B. firmifolium are lectotypified.
Introduction
In 1946 the Finnish botanist H. Lindberg (1871 Lindberg ( -1963 described the new species Brachypodium firmifolium from high altitudes of the E Mediterranean island of Cyprus. Since that time this species has been generally regarded (e.g., by Bor 1985) as an endemic of Cyprus. However, the recent revision of the genus in Europe, the Canary Islands and the Levant (Schippmann 1991) questioned this taxonomy, citing B. firmifolium in the synonymy of the widespread B. sylvaticum (Huds.) P. Beauv., interpreting the type specimens, labelled "M Troodos, Mesapotamos, in siccis juxta cataractam", as members of a population of B. sylvaticum adapted to a dry habitat ("trockener Standort"; Schippmann 1991: 173) . Schippmann likewise placed in the synonymy of B. sylvaticum the Mediterranean B. glaucovirens (Murb.) Sagorski, which was originally described by the Swedish botanist S. S. Murbeck (1859 Murbeck ( -1946 from the Balkans (Bosnia-Herzegovina) in 1891. According to Schippmann it does not merit infraspecific recognition because of many supposed transitions ("Übergangsformen") and the lack of a clear-cut geographic distribution pattern (Schippmann 1991: 76) . Although sympatric populations of the latter two species occur as was stated by Murbeck (1891) , other authors disagree and accept B. glaucovirens as a species distinct from B. sylvaticum (Khan 1992 , dealing with seed proteins; Khan & Stace 1999 ; both articles do not mention B. firmifolium), thus confirming the traditional Brachypodium taxonomy (see Hayek 1932 -33, Saint-Yves 1934 .
Based on macro-and micromorphological data, the present paper demonstrates that Brachypodium glaucovirens and B. firmifolium are conspecific. Specimens from the type locality of B. glaucovirens, leg. Sagorski (B), have been checked and compared with the type of B. firmifolium (H). In addition, several specimens of Brachypodium from Cyprus, Greece and the Aegean area have been examined, a few of them grown from seeds and cultivated in the Botanic Garden Berlin-Dahlem and the author's private garden.
Results
For the flora of Cyprus the name Brachypodium firmifolium must be deleted from the list of Cyprus endemics (Tsintides & Kourtellarides 1997) and replaced by the earlier B. glaucovirens, a name missing in the treatment by Bor (1985) . The essential diagnostic characters of B. glaucovirens and B. firmifolium are the same: (1) erect racemes, (2) awn of lemma as long as or shorter than the lemma body, (3) leaves more or less glaucous and rather firm (Table 1 ). In contrast, B. sylvaticum (1) has nodding racemes, (2) the awn of the lemma is mostly considerably longer than the lemma body, and (3) the leaves are darker green and softer. These differences are apparently genetically fixed since the progeny of populations from Cyprus and the S Aegean region cultivated in Berlin (for vouchers see specimen list, below) invariably has kept these diagnostic features.
The firm and more glaucous leaf blades of Brachypodium glaucovirens, in comparison to B. sylvaticum, are due to bigger, broader and scabrous to shortly hairy veins (costal zones) on the adaxial side, here SEM-illustrated for the first time ( Fig. 1A-F) . If there is a dense covering of long hairs on the leaves of either species, then this subtle specific difference is obscured. Compactly or laxly caespitose perennial, up to 2 m high. Culms erect, slender to moderately stout, smooth and glabrous or hairy, shortly bearded at the nodes. Leaves sometimes loosely long-hairy; ligule short, truncate; leaf blades glaucous green, linear-acuminate, 6-35 × 2-11 mm, ± firm, adaxially ribbed, the ribs very scabrous to minutely hairy, with or without long, soft "glumella ... 7-8 mm longa, arista in flosculis superioribus 5 mm longa" Plant / leaves, resp. "glauca vel glauco-virens" "folia subrigida"
"foliis pallide glaucoviridibus, firmis, non flaccidulis"
hairs. Racemes spike-like, usually erect, 10-30 cm long, with 3-15 spikelets. Spikelets 4-20-flowered, 1.5-6 cm long, straight, rarely falcate; glumes 3-7-nerved; lemmas 7-nerved, rounded on the back, glabrous or hairy (esp. on margins), (5-)7-11(-12) mm long, tipped with a fine awn 3-10 mm long and as long as or shorter than the lemma body. Anthers 1.5-5 mm long. Caryopses c. 1.5 × 6 mm. Illustrations. -Lindberg 1946: fig. 1 [" (Greuter 1973 , Greuter & al. 1983 were later doubted.
Habitats. 
